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June 25, 2025 

 

 

TO:           Members of the Board of Trustees 

 

FROM: Dr. Radenka Maric 

  

RE:  Recommendations for Designation as Board of Trustees Distinguished Professors, 

  Academic Year 2024-2025 

 

RECOMMENDATION:  

 

That the Board of Trustees accept the recommendation of the Distinguished Professor Review 

Committee and designate the following faculty members as University of Connecticut Board of 

Trustees Distinguished Professors: Dr. Peter C. Albertsen (Division of Urology), Professor Anne C. 

Dailey (School of Law), and Dr. Luyi Sun (Department of Chemical & Biomolecular Engineering).  

BACKGROUND: 

 

On November 10, 1998, the Board of Trustees voted to establish the title of Board of Trustees 

Distinguished Professor. This designation is the University’s highest academic honor.  

Pursuant to the By-Laws of the University of Connecticut, the Board of Trustees Distinguished 

Professor award is reserved exclusively to recognize faculty who have achieved exceptional 

distinction in scholarship, teaching, and service while at the University of Connecticut. Faculty 

chosen must have distinguished themselves in all three of these categories.  The designation process 

occurs annually, as a result of a peer review process. 

After careful deliberations, the Review Committee recommended the three individuals named above. 

I am recommending that the Board of Trustees designate these faculty as its Distinguished Professors.  
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Dr. Peter C. Albertsen 

 

Dr. Peter C. Albertsen is a globally respected urologic oncologist whose research and leadership have 

transformed the understanding and management of prostate cancer. A faculty member at UConn 

Health since 1987, Dr. Albertsen’s work has shaped national and international treatment guidelines 

and spared tens of thousands of men from unnecessary surgery and radiation. 

 

He earned his undergraduate degree in biochemistry from Princeton University and his medical degree 

from Columbia University. He completed his surgical residency at Harvard and his urology training at 

the Brady Urological Institute at Johns Hopkins. He also holds a master’s degree in medical 

administration and preventive medicine from the University of Wisconsin. 

 

Dr. Albertsen was among the first to use population-based data to challenge prevailing assumptions 

about PSA screening and prostate cancer aggressiveness. His landmark publications, including a 

seminal article in Journal of the American Medical Association (JAMA), demonstrated that many 

prostate cancers grow slowly and do not require immediate treatment. These findings helped launch a 

global shift toward active surveillance, now a widely accepted standard of care. He has played key 

leadership roles in major trials in both the U.S. and the U.K., including serving as Chair of the Cause 

of Death Committee for the PLCO and ProtecT trials. 

 

He has authored more than 300 peer-reviewed articles and editorials, with over 17,000 citations and an 

h-index of 63, placing him in the top tier of urologic researchers. His research has been published in 

The New England Journal of Medicine, JAMA, and other leading journals, and has been supported by 

more than $5 million in external funding. 

 

As UConn’s Urology Residency Program Director for over 30 years, Dr. Albertsen has trained more 

than 60 residents, many of whom have gone on to leadership roles in academic medicine and beyond. 

He is widely praised for his dynamic and discussion-based teaching style and for his long-standing 

mentorship of medical students and residents. 

 

Dr. Albertsen has served in numerous leadership roles at UConn Health and nationally, including as 

Associate Dean for Clinical Research and Planning, Division Chief of Urology, and Trustee of the 

American Board of Urology. He continues to provide exceptional patient care, including to 

underserved and correctional populations, and is often sought out by colleagues for their own care. 

 

His many honors include the Eugene Fuller Triennial Prostate Award and the Distinguished 

Contribution Award from the American Urological Association, as well as honorary membership in 

both the AUA and the German Urological Association. Dr. Albertsen’s research, clinical care, and 

mentorship have had an enduring impact on the field of urology and the lives of countless patients, 

making him a most deserving recipient of the University of Connecticut’s highest faculty honor.  
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Professor Anne C. Dailey 

 

Professor Anne Dailey, Associate Dean for Faculty Development and Intellectual Life and the Ellen 

Ash Peters Professor of Law at the University of Connecticut School of Law, is a nationally 

recognized scholar whose work bridges constitutional law, family law, and psychoanalytic theory. A 

member of the UConn faculty since 1988, Professor Dailey has made transformative contributions to 

legal scholarship, education, and public service, with far-reaching influence across disciplines and 

institutions. 

 

She earned a Bachelor of Arts in English from Yale University and a Juris Doctor from Harvard Law 

School, where she served as an Articles Editor of the Harvard Law Review. Following law school, she 

completed a judicial clerkship with Judge José Cabranes of the U.S. District Court for the District of 

Connecticut. She has since become a pioneering figure in integrating psychoanalytic theory into legal 

analysis, most notably through her acclaimed book Law and the Unconscious: A Psychoanalytic 

Perspective, published by Yale University Press. This work received three prestigious honors: the 

Book Prize from the American Psychoanalytic Association, the Book Prize from the American Board 

and Academy of Psychoanalysis, and the Faculty Book Award from the UConn Humanities Institute. 

 

Professor Dailey’s scholarship is widely cited and influential. Her co-authored articles The New Law of 

the Child and The New Parental Rights, and her sole authored In Loco Reipublicae, all published in top-

tier law journals, have shaped the national discourse on children’s constitutional rights, state 

responsibility for families, and evolving family structures. She is a member of the American Law 

Institute and the Association for the Study of Law, Culture and Humanities. 

 

She has held visiting faculty appointments at Yale, Harvard, and Penn Law Schools and has been 

named an Erikson Scholar at the Austen Riggs Center and a Fellow at the Katz Center for Advanced 

Judaic Studies at the University of Pennsylvania. 

 

Professor Dailey is a dedicated and inspiring teacher of family law and constitutional law. She is also a 

deeply valued mentor to students and junior faculty, and her efforts have helped elevate the national 

profile of the UConn School of Law. 

 

Professor Dailey’s scholarly distinction, interdisciplinary innovation, and enduring contributions to 

teaching and service make her a truly worthy recipient of the University of Connecticut’s highest 

faculty honor. 
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Dr. Luyi Sun  

Dr. Luyi Sun is a globally recognized materials scientist and professor in the Department of Chemical 

and Biomolecular Engineering at the University of Connecticut, where he also holds a joint 

appointment in the Institute of Materials Science. Since joining UConn in 2013, he has led an 

internationally renowned research program focused on nanostructured hybrid materials for functional, 

environmental, and energy-related applications. 

Dr. Sun’s prolific contributions to science are evidenced by over 310 peer-reviewed journal articles in 

high-impact publications such as Nature Communications, Science Advances, Proceedings of the 

National Academy of Sciences, and Advanced Materials. His work has earned more than 23,000 

citations and an h-index of 83, and has been highlighted by MIT Technology Review, Smithsonian 

Magazine, and New Scientist, among many others. He is the inventor or co-inventor of 28 issued U.S. 

patents and more than 50 corresponding foreign patents, seven of which have been 

commercialized/licensed. The materials and devices invented in his lab have been featured in global 

exhibitions, including at the Material ConneXion Library in New York and the Penn Museum. 

Dr. Sun is a Fellow of the National Academy of Inventors, the Royal Society of Chemistry, and the 

Society of Plastics Engineers. He has also been recognized with the Morand Lambla Award from the 

Polymer Processing Society and was elected to the Connecticut Academy of Science and Engineering.  

A dedicated educator and mentor, Dr. Sun has taught rigorous and interdisciplinary courses such as 

Thermodynamics and Polymer Processing, and has advised dozens of Ph.D. students, M.S. students 

and postdoctoral researchers, and more than 160 undergraduate research assistants. His students have 

gone on to successful careers in academia and industry, and many have received prestigious 

fellowships and national honors.  

Dr. Sun has also demonstrated sustained leadership in academic and professional service. As Director 

of the UConn Polymer Program from 2018 to 2021, he expanded faculty engagement and strengthened 

the program’s profile. He has held leadership roles in national scientific organizations and organized 

more than 80 symposia around the world. His editorial work includes serving as Associate Editor of 

Advanced Composites and Hybrid Materials. 

Due to his outstanding record of research innovation, teaching, mentorship, and professional service, 

Dr. Luyi Sun strongly merits recognition as a Board of Trustees Distinguished Professor. 

 


